OXFAM

| am writing to request your support for a resolution that would encourage Sanderson Farms to
adopt an enterprise-wide policy to phase out the non-therapeutic use of medically important
antibiotics in its poultry operations. As the only major US poultry company that publicly denies the
scientific link between antibiotic use and growing antibiotic resistance, Sanderson Farms lags
behind its competitors and changing consumer tastes, undermines the health of the public and its
own workers, and poses an economic risk to shareholders.

Sanderson Farms has stated, “There is not any credible science that leads us to believe we're
causing antibiotic resistance in humans.” This stance ignores the scientific consensus that
antibiotic use breeds resistant bacteria, which is recognized by every major medical authority.
Sanderson's position has led to substantial negative press (e.g., "Poultry Producer Sanderson
Farms Stands Its Ground: It's Proud to Use Antibiotics,” NYT, 8/1/16). By justifying the
unnecessary use of antibiotics, the company has created a material risk for shareholders—
including reputational damage, loss of market share associated with changing consumer
preferences, and potential litigation.

Several major meat producers and restaurant chains have taken action to reduce the use of
antibiotics, often directly in response to consumer demand. Many of Sanderson’s competitors
have much stronger policies in place. Consumers are increasingly concerned about injudicious
antibiotic use, and restaurants are taking action. McDonald's recently achieved its commitment to
source chicken raised without medically important antibiotics in the U.S., and Wendy's will make
this transition by 2017. Panera Bread and Chipotle Mexican Grill prohibit most antibiotic use in
their livestock supply chains.

An emerging body of scientific research points directly to the link between antibiotics use in
industrialized animal food production and increasing antibiotic resistance in humans. Specifically,
research by multiple lnstltutlons around the world (including, among others, Johns HOpKII"lS
University School of Medicine,' Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of PUbIIC Health," University of
Arkansas Fayetteville," University Hospital Maastricht in the Netherlands," and Guangdong
Pharmaceutical University School of Public Health") have found that the exposure of poultry
processing workers to antibiotics in poultry flesh have led to dangerous resistance to antibiotics.
One study estimates that poultry processing workers are 32 times more likely to carry antibiotic-
resistant E. coli bacteria.
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The CDC states that, “Scientists around the world have provided strong evidence that antibiotic
use in food animals can lead to resistant infections in humans" and that “simply using antibiotics
creates resistance... these drugs should only be used to treat infections.”” The United Nations,""
the President's Council,""and the scientific community agree that antibiotic use in animal
agriculture must be addressed to ensure the continued efficacy of antibiotics.”

Sanderson Farms produces roughly 7 percent of the chicken eaten in the United States. To help
protect public health from antibiotic-resistant infections, Sanderson Farms must quickly phase out
the use of medically important antibiotics for growth promotion and disease prevention throughout
its supply chain. A vote in favor of this proposal would protect the health of consumers and
workers, and would position Sanderson Farms as a leader in responding to consumer demand.

We would be happy to address any questions or concerns you may have regarding this proposal.
A copy of the proposal is attached to this letter.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

e

Raymond C. Of eiser
President, Oxfam America
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