
By the end of this lesson, students will be using 
their own voices to create art or letters to send
to Isra Chaker to express what they know about 
refugees and what they would like her to say when 
she advocates for them.

JUstice 
for Refugees and 
asylum seekers



 for bridging 6-12 classrooms and social change movements to inspire youth around 
the country to lead social change in their communities! The Education Amplifier program is 
committed to amplifying the voices of social change movements through art and community 
engagement by creating meaningful ways for educators and their students to join the national 
conversation. We achieve this by collaborating with artists and social change movements to 
create and distribute teaching tools such as artwork, lesson plans, art builds, and storytelling 
opportunities to registered Amplifier educators for their classrooms. We hope that you will 
adapt and improve upon this lesson plan to meet the needs and age range of your group.

 The Education Amplifier program is proud to present you with a lesson plan developed 
in collaboration with We the Future youth icon and civil rights activist Isra Chaker and Oxfam. 
This lesson uses interactive and student-centered methodologies to lead students toward 
an understanding of the refugee experience, the US travel ban, and some ways that activists 
and artists, including Isra Chaker, are using their voices to advocate for refugees. The lesson 
culminates with students using their own voices to create art or letters to send to Isra Chaker 
at Oxfam to express what they know about refugees and what they would like her to say when 
she advocates for them.

 Isra Chaker is a campaigns and advocacy expert, social justice activist, and public 
speaker. She serves as the Refugee Campaign Lead at one of the leading international NGOs 
in the world, Oxfam; where she uses her campaigns expertise in managing this campaign that 
advocates for vulnerable people such as refugees, asylees, temporary protected status (TPS) 
holders, and opposes discriminatory policies such as the Muslim Bans. Being personally
impacted by the Muslim Ban, and not being able to reunite with her extended family in Syria, 
Isra is passionate in her work for reuniting families and advocating for vulnerable people.

 Oxfam is a global organization working to end the injustice of poverty. They help
people build better futures for themselves, hold the powerful accountable, and save lives in 
disasters. Their mission is to tackle the root causes of poverty and create lasting solutions.
 
 Oxfam’s approach is about tackling the conditions that cause poverty in the first
place, rather than the distribution of material goods. They start by asking questions and
challenging assumptions. What are the root causes of poverty? What can we do to change 
the power dynamics that keep people poor? These questions inform the four categories into 
which our work falls:

 Saving lives: Oxfam assists the poorest communities when disaster strikes, but is
also working to ensure greater local resilience and the capacity of local responders and
governments to deliver disaster response. Programs to overcome poverty and injustice:
Oxfam invests in programs to help people assert their rights so that they can improve their 
lives. Campaigning for social justice: Oxfam works to change the laws and practices that keep 
people trapped in poverty. Public education: As part of their efforts to overcome poverty,
Oxfam works to change the way people think about poverty and its causes.

Thank You 1

https://www.israspeaks.com/
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/
https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/stories/top-10-things-you-need-to-know-about-oxfam/


2overview

Objectives

This lesson uses interactive and student-centered methodologies to lead students toward an
understanding of the refugee experience, the US travel ban, and some ways that activists and
artists, including Isra Chaker, are using their voices to advocate for refugees. The lesson
culminates with students using their own voices to create art or letters to send to Ms. Chaker at 
Oxfam to express what they know about refugees and what they would like her to say when she 
advocates for them.

Structure
This plan includes two 52-minute sessions as well as a final assessment. There is likely more
material than needed for those sessions, allowing teachers to select the resources and/or
activities that will work best for their classrooms.

Students will develop an understanding of refugee experiences, key data about refugees, 
important terminology, and strategies activists are using to advocate for refugees.

Students will develop increased empathy for refugees as people.

Students will create an action piece to demonstrate their understanding and their
political voice.

Materials
Printed out images and sources for gallery walkLCD Projector



3Session 1
Learning Objectives

Students will develop an 
understanding of refugee
experiences, key data about refugees, 
and important terminology.

Students will develop increased empathy 
for refugees and migrants as people.

Students will reflect upon what they
have learned by developing a position
regarding key questions surrounding
refugee policy in the United States today.

Lesson Overview

1 Warmup: Describe two communities. One is a safe and nurturing community while the
other is dangerous and scary. What does each look like?
 *You may choose to draw pictures, compose short poems, or make a t-chart of words  
 that come to your mind for each community.

2 Share-out: Students share their answers from the warm-up. Teacher may choose to write 
some of the answers on the board.
 Consider follow-up questions to push students, such as: what makes this community  
 nurturing? How does that image show a dangerous community?

3 Class Brainstorm: What are some actions that regular people might take who live in an 
extremely dangerous and scary community?

Teacher may choose to emphasize an answer about people leaving the community since 
this builds a bridge to the refugee discussion. Some follow-up questions may include:
why might it be a hard decision to leave the community even if it is dangerous? What 
might be an advantage of leaving? What might be some obstacles to leaving?

4 Defining a term: What is a refugee? What do you know about refugees?

Ask students what they know about refugees to elicit prior knowledge. Attempt to build 
a definition. You may choose to have students share their ideas first with a partner before 
the larger group discussion.

5 Ensure that students have the actual definition of a refugee:
“A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because of
persecution, war or violence. A refugee has a well-founded fear of persecution for reasons
of race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership in a particular social group.”

6 True or False: I’m a Refugee (optional)

Use this activity to make sure students have an understanding of who qualifies as a
refugee. You may give them a few moments to do first in pairs or groups before reviewing 
answers together.
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Situation True/False

There has been too much war and conflict in my 
province of North Kivu in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo so my family and I left our homes and 
moved to the provincial capital: Goma.1

1

Life was difficult in my hometown of Salvador, Brazil 
so I gave up my home and moved to Boston to find a 
better job.2

2

Significant wars for years in my hometown of
Damascus, Syria made me fearful for my family’s 
safety. We fled our home and crossed the border 
into Turkey where we now live in a camp.3

3

I am fearful of gang and/or domestic violence in my 
hometown of San Salvador, El Salvador so I left the 
country and went to Mexico to seek safety.4

4

I left Haiti after my home was destroyed by a terrible 
earthquake in 2010 to find a new home, job, and life 
in Miami.5

5

1 Explain that this person does not qualify as a refugee but rather an Internally Displaced Person. Many people move homes, 
flee, and suffer regardless of whether they meet refugee status.
2 Explain that this person does not meet refugee status but rather would be considered a migrant or an immigrant.
3 This person does qualify to be considered a refugee as s/he crossed a border due to fear and lack of safety.
4 This topic has been a recent issue of debate in American immigration law and policy. While most human rights groups and 
the Obama administration considered such people to be refugees, the Trump administration, through former Attorney
General Jeff Sessions’ ruling, has determined that they do not qualify as refugees.
5 This person has fled one country and entered another due to a national disaster and therefore is not a refugee. For many 
years, the United States granted this person a special designation of relief called Temporary Protected Status (TPS) to allow 
him or her to remain in this country. In 2017, President Trump revoked TPS for Haitians forcing many to return to their country 
of origin.
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7 Key Facts:
Go over the following key facts about international agreements defining refugees. You 
may choose to explain that this was one of many post-WWII international agreements 
(such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights or UDHR, the Genocide Convention, 
the establishment of the UN, and the UN Protocol on the Refugee Convention) to help 
prevent the atrocities of World War II.

The 1951 Refugee Convention defined the term “refugee”

145 countries signed the Convention

Countries agreed to protect those who seek asylum and meet the criteria to
be considered refugees

8 Gallery Walk:
Before class, print out slides 15-24 of this presentation plus any additional artifacts from 
the suggested external links. Prepare two laptops to show the videos on slides 23 and 24. 
Place sources at various points in the room as “exhibits” for students to view in the
Refugee Museum Exhibit. For more information on how to execute a gallery walk see the 
link above. You should ask students to fill out the note chart for at least four exhibits.
You may decide to model responses to one source, such as the political cartoon, or do
one source as a class first depending on students’ familiarity with this type of activity.
Here is an example of what is on the note chart:

What do I see? What do I learn about refugees 
from this image?

What does it make me feel? What is one question it raises for me?

Source Title:

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/gallery-walk
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Here are some excellent outside sources for charts, graphs, political cartoons, maps, videos, and
photographs on refugees if you wish to build additional artifacts for the museum walk:

Connor, Phillip, and Jens Manuel Krogstad. “Key Facts about the World’s Refugees.” Pew Research
Center, Pew Research Center, 5 Oct. 2016, www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/10/05/key-facts-
about-the-worlds-refugees/.

Connor, Phillip. “Nearly 1 in 100 Worldwide Are Now Displaced from Their Homes.” Pew Research Center, 
Pew Research Center, 3 Aug. 2016, www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/08/03/nearly-1-in-100-world-
wide-are-now-displaced-from-their-homes/.

“Figures at a Glance.” UNHCR, www.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.html.

Parater, Lauren. “10 Infographics That Show the Insane Scale of Global Displacement - UNHCR In-
novation.” UNHCR, 22 May 2018, www.unhcr.org/innovation/10-infographics-that-show-the-in-
sane-scale-of-the-global-displacement-crisis/.

“Photos: Rohingya Refugees Flee Myanmar.” CNN, Cable News Network, 17 Nov. 2017, www.cnn.
com/2017/09/13/asia/gallery/rohingya-refugee-crisis/index.html.

“Syria’s Civil War, in Pictures.” CNN, Cable News Network, 14 Apr. 2018,
www.cnn.com/2015/05/22/world/gallery/syria-civil-war-pictures/.

9 Closing: A Barometer of Four Corners Activity6

Directions for students: Choose your spot in the room depending on whether you strongly 
agree or strongly disagree with the following statement(s). Once you are there, discuss 
your reasoning with other students who made the same choice so as to prepare your 
points for a larger discussion.

Statement 1: The United States should allow all refugees who seek admission to enter 
the country.

Statement 2: Countries, including the United States, have more of a moral responsibility 
to welcome refugees than other groups of immigrants.

6 As a teacher who knows your students and your class dynamic, make the decision about whether to do this closing.
You need to consider whether your class is ready for a larger and potentially divisive political discussion.

www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/10/05/key-facts-about-the-worlds-refugees
www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/10/05/key-facts-about-the-worlds-refugees
www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/08/03/nearly-1-in-100-worldwide-are-now-displaced-from-their-homes/
www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2016/08/03/nearly-1-in-100-worldwide-are-now-displaced-from-their-homes/
www.unhcr.org/en-us/figures-at-a-glance.html
www.unhcr.org/innovation/10-infographics-that-show-the-insane-scale-of-the-global-displacement-crisis/
www.unhcr.org/innovation/10-infographics-that-show-the-insane-scale-of-the-global-displacement-crisis/
www.cnn.com/2017/09/13/asia/gallery/rohingya-refugee-crisis/index.html
www.cnn.com/2017/09/13/asia/gallery/rohingya-refugee-crisis/index.html
www.cnn.com/2015/05/22/world/gallery/syria-civil-war-pictures/
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/barometer-taking-stand-controversial-issues
http://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/four-corners
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Learning Objectives

Students will develop increased
empathy for refugees as people Students will understand some ways that 

activists and artists, like Isra Chaker, use 
their voice to attempt to effect change in 
refugee policy

Students will create an action piece
to demonstrate their understanding
and their political voice

Lesson Overview

1 Warmup: Who are three people you know of in history or in our world today who have used 
their voice or their art to try to make a political change?

2 Share-out: Allow 3-5 students to share their answers. Possible follow-up questions may
include: do we see any similarities in their work? What strategies do we know of that they 
used? Do we know why they took their actions?

3 Overview: Read the following overview as a class. The teacher may read or ask a student
to read: “Despite the worst refugee crisis in a generation, in 2018 President Trump reduced 
the United States’ target intake of refugees to 30,000 per year, which is the lowest target 
since the program began in 1980. In comparison, the tiny country of Lebanon already hosts 
about 1.5 million refugees. Many young activists and artists have used their voice to protest 
President Trump’s travel ban and the drastic reduction in refugee admissions. One such
person is Isra Chaker, a Syrian-American who uses her voice to educate people and express 
how these decisions affect refugees and their families.”

Possible follow-up questions may include: what is the significance of the comparison
between the United States and Lebanon? What do you know about the travel ban?

4 SOURCE ANALYSIS: Watch the Video of Isra Chaker speaking about the Travel Ban.

5 Debrief of the Source: Discuss student’s reactions to the source. You may choose to 
have an open conversation or to use the “Something Protocol” to stimulate a conversation. It 
may be helpful to have students begin in pairs and then branch out to a larger class discussion.

https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/stories/whats-the-human-impact-of-the-muslim-ban/
http://davidsherrin.wixsite.com/davidsherrin/discussion-protocols


8

The Comment The Response

Something I learned is…
Something that I agree with is…
Something that confuses me is…
Something that angers me is…
Something that makes me curious is…
Something that makes me wonder is…

Something you said I agree with is…
Something you said that I don’t understand 
is…
Something you said that I disagree with is…
Something you said that makes me think 
differently is…
Something you said that makes me wonder 
is…

Some possible follow-up questions include: How does Isra’s personal story contribute to her argument? 
Who do you think is Isra’s audience for this speech?

*An alternative discussion protocol to produce meaning out of the video is to use Silent Inquiry Circles.
In this case, you need to have students sitting in groups of four or five.

3 Source Analysis 2: A Painting of Isra Chaker by Kate Deciccio

Look at Kate Deciccio’s painting of Isra Chaker projected on the board. Give students a 
few minutes to look at the work and then jot down their reactions on the worksheet. You 
may consider having them share their thoughts with a partner before opening up a class 
discussion. The worksheet asks students to respond to the following prompts:

1st Reactions: What did you notice about...

Main subject of the painting?

The words?

The colors and tone?

The background?

2nd Reactions: This painting makes me wonder...

3rd Reactions: I think the artist’s message about Isra Chaker is...

http://davidsherrin.wixsite.com/davidsherrin/discussion-protocols
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7 Depending on the time remaining, an optional extension activity provides four more sources 
about artists and activists who work on refugee issues. You may choose one of the sources
to have all the students look at, answer the questions, and then discuss. Or you may decide
to do a stations activity. The Stations activity allows students to engage with two more
sources. Put students into groups of four and provide each group with one of the station 
sources. Allow 10 minutes at each station, rotating groups between stations after ten
minutes. Another option is to give each group one source to dig into and then do a share
out from each group. These are the directions provided to the students:

Here are the links to the optional additional sources:

Artista, Joel. “The Syrian Refugee Art Initiative.” The Syrian Refugee Art Initiative, 14 Mar.
2018, joelartista.com/syrian-refugees-the-zaatari-project-jordan/.

Bilston, Brian. “Refugees.” Brian Bilston’s Poetry Laboetry, 23 Mar. 2016, brianbilston.
com/2016/03/23/refugees/

Chaker, Isra. “We Need All of You. Now More than Ever.” The Politics of Poverty, Oxfam
America, 3 July 2018, politicsofpoverty.oxfamamerica.org/2018/06/we-need-all-of-you-
now-more-than-ever/.

Lazarus, Emma. “The New Colossus.” National Parks Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 
www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/colossus.htm.

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/stations-interacting-multiple-texts
joelartista.com/syrian-refugees-the-zaatari-project-jordan/
brianbilston.com/2016/03/23/refugees/
brianbilston.com/2016/03/23/refugees/
politicsofpoverty.oxfamamerica.org/2018/06/we-need-all-of-you-now-more-than-ever/
politicsofpoverty.oxfamamerica.org/2018/06/we-need-all-of-you-now-more-than-ever/
www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/colossus.htm
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Refugee Activism Stations Activity

Directions

In your group, you will travel between stations to encounter different examples of art created by or about 
refugees. You should engage deeply with the art, think about the works, question them, and discuss 
them. Two of the stations are videos about refugees that require computer or other multimedia access. 
At each station, you should engage in the following process:

Step 1:

Silently observe the art for 3-5 minutes.

Step 2:

Enter into a conversation with a partner or the group about the art. You may choose to use the
“Something Protocol” for that discussion. Or, you may have a conversation about using these prompts:
 What do you see?
 What questions does it raise for you?
 What you do you think it means? What is its message?
 Why did the artist create it?
 What impact do you think the artist hoped to have?

Step 3:

Answer any specific questions about the art on the sheet

8 Closing: What form of activism did you find most powerful and compelling? Why?
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Overview

Over the past few days you have learned about refugee issues, various refugee experiences, the ways the 
United States has reduced its refugee admissions, and the work of artists and activists like Isra Chaker to 
voice their protest over current refugee policies.

Now it is time for you to use your artistic and/or political voice. Your task is to express your 
understanding of the refugee issue and your view on what should be done. Your product may take 
multiple forms: a piece of artwork, a poem, or a letter.

When we are finished, we will mail our work and our suggestions to Ms. Chaker at Oxfam who will
reference one student’s work or ideas in an upcoming speech about refugee issues. In addition, artwork 
you create could be displayed, with permission, by Oxfam. You have a chance to make your voice heard 
by becoming part of Ms. Chaker’s voice!

Your artwork, poem, or letter must include:

Name
Age
School
Teacher’s Name

*Ms. Chaker will not refer to your name in the speech unless you and your parent/guardian give 
permission for her to do so. She will contact the student’s teacher to ask permission when she 

Main issues to address in your piece:

What do you know about refugees?
What do you want to see happen with refugees?
Do you have a personal story related to refugees?
Do you think the United States should allow in more refugees? Why or why not?



@ISRASPEAKS + @OXFAMAMERICA + @K8DECICCIO + AMPLIFIER.ORG



feedback
We would love to share the story of your conversation around justice for refugee and asylum 
seekers with the rest of the Education Amplifier network, as well as other educators
interested in bringing art and dialogue into their classrooms. 

If you’d like to share, please email us at education@amplifier.org.
Some emails we like getting most:

Feedback: Such as: How did the lesson plan go? What did you learn? What were your students
most interested in? How did they respond? What would you change if you were going to 
facilitate this lesson plan again? Did you revise the lesson plan to fit your students better,
and if so how?

Photos or video of your students in action. If you share this, please indicate if you have
permissions for us to share these photos publicly with other educators, or if they are strictly
for documentation purposes.

Your Story! Such as: Why did you decide to facilitate this conversation in your classroom?
What has your experience been so far as an Education Amplifier? How are you using the
artwork in your classroom? How have your students reacted to the artwork?



Refugees and Political Voice

School: Name:

1 Warmup: Describe two communities in the space below. One is a safe and nurturing 
community while the other is dangerous and scary. What does each look like? You may 
choose to draw pictures, compose short poems, or make a t-chart of words that come to 
your mind for each community.

Safe, Nurturing Community Dangerous, Scary Community

Class brainstorm: What are some actions that regular people might take who live in an extremely danger-
ous and scary community?

 1)
 2)
 3)
 4)
 5)
 6)

Defining a term: What is a refugee? What do you know about refugees?

    A refugee is...



Situation True/False

There has been too much war and conflict in my 
province of North Kivu in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo so my family and I left our homes and 
moved to the provincial capital: Goma.1

1

Life was difficult in my hometown of Salvador, Brazil 
so I gave up my home and moved to Boston to find a 
better job.2

2

Significant wars for years in my hometown of
Damascus, Syria made me fearful for my family’s 
safety. We fled our home and crossed the border 
into Turkey where we now live in a camp.3

3

I am fearful of gang and/or domestic violence in my 
hometown of San Salvador, El Salvador so I left the 
country and went to Mexico to seek safety.4

4

I left Haiti after my home was destroyed by a terrible 
earthquake in 2010 to find a new home, job, and life 
in Miami.5

5

True or False: I’m a Refugee

Main Activity: Gallery Walk
Our classroom has become a museum gallery about refugees. We have about 15 artifacts 
around the room ranging from photographs to cartoons to graphs. Go around the room 
and observe them at your own pace. Choose four that stand out to you and fill out your 
gallery walk chart for each of them.

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/teaching-strategies/gallery-walk


What do I see? What do I learn about refugees 
from this image?

What does it make me feel? What is one question it raises for me?

Source Title:

What do I see? What do I learn about refugees 
from this image?

What does it make me feel? What is one question it raises for me?

Source Title:



What do I see? What do I learn about refugees 
from this image?

What does it make me feel? What is one question it raises for me?

Source Title:

What do I see? What do I learn about refugees 
from this image?

What does it make me feel? What is one question it raises for me?

Source Title:



Refugee Key Terms
Asylum-Seeker: someone whose request for refugee status has yet to be processed by the new
country.

Internally displaced people (IDP): people who have fled their homes and towns but have not 
crossed an international border to find safety. They are fleeing persecution, violence, or disaster but 
have remained in their home country.

Refugee: a person who has been forced to flee his or her home country due to a well-founded fear of 
persecution because of their race, religion, nationality, political opinion or membership in a particular 
social group. They are unable to return home due to that fear.

Stateless People: those people who lack a nationality.

Returnees: refugees who have returned home.

Border Management: The process of authorizing and overseeing the flow of people across a
border and the detection of irregular entries.

migration: When people leave one country in order to live in another.

Immigration: When people move into a new country with the purpose of living there.

Naturalization: The act of a state granting citizenship to someone who has arrived to the country 
and applied for that status.

Repatriation: A refugee’s right to return to his or her country of nationality following the conditions 
specified in various international laws.

Resettlement: The relocation and incorporation of people (refugees, internally displaced persons, 
etc.) into another region, often into another country.

Sources
“Definitions : Refugee, Asylum Seeker, IDP, Migrant.” HIAS, www.hias.org/sites/default/files/definitions_
of_refugee2c_asylum_seeker2c_idp2c_and_migrant.pdf
“Key Migration Terms.” International Organization for Migration, 16 Mar. 2016, www.iom.int/key-migra-
tion-terms.

United Nations. “Who We Help.” UNHCR, www.unhcr.org/en-us/who-we-help.html.

www.hias.org/sites/default/files/definitions_of_refugee2c_asylum_seeker2c_idp2c_and_migrant.pdf
www.hias.org/sites/default/files/definitions_of_refugee2c_asylum_seeker2c_idp2c_and_migrant.pdf
www.iom.int/key-migration-terms
www.iom.int/key-migration-terms
www.unhcr.org/en-us/who-we-help.html.


Refugees and Political Voice

School: Name:

Warmup: Who are three people you know of in history or in our world today who have used their voice 
or their art to try to make a political change?

Overview: Despite the worst refugee crisis in a generation, in 2018 President Trump reduced the 
United States’ target intake of refugees to 30,000 per year, which is the lowest target since the program 
began in 1980. In comparison, the tiny country of Lebanon already hosts about 1.5 million refugees. Many 
young activists and artists have used their voice to protest President Trump’s Muslim ban1 and the 
drastic reduction in refugee admissions. One such person is Isra Chaker, a Syrian-American who uses her 
voice to educate people and express how these decisions affect refugees and their families.

Source 1: Video of Isra Chaker speaking about the Travel Ban

Discussing the source: The Something Discussion Protocol

How to use this discussion protocol: In pairs or in groups, one person begins to respond to 

the source with a comment that uses one of the sentence starters in the left-hand column. The other 
members of the group then respond using a sentence starter from the right-hand column. Subsequently, 
a new group member makes a comment and the others respond. After a few attempts, the group may 
choose to continue in a natural conversation.

1 This law has sometimes been called the “Muslim Ban” or the “Travel Ban.” Titles hold powerful meaning. What is the political 
implication of choosing to use the term “Muslim Ban” or “Travel Ban” when discussing the law?

https://www.oxfamamerica.org/explore/stories/whats-the-human-impact-of-the-muslim-ban/


The Comment The Response

Something I learned is…
Something that I agree with is…
Something that confuses me is…
Something that angers me is…
Something that makes me curious is…
Something that makes me wonder is…

Something you said I agree with is…
Something you said that I don’t understand 
is…
Something you said that I disagree with is…
Something you said that makes me think 
differently is…
Something you said that makes me wonder 
is…

Source 2: A Painting of Isra Chaker by Kate Deciccio

1st Reactions: What did you notice about...

Main subject of the painting?

The words?

The colors and tone?

The background?

2nd Reactions: This painting makes me wonder...

3rd Reactions: I think the artist’s message about Isra Chaker is...



Refugees activism stations
Directions: In your group, you will travel between stations to encounter different examples of art
created by or about refugees. You should engage deeply with the art, think about the works, question 
them, and discuss them. Two of the stations are videos about refugees that require computer or other 
multimedia access. At each station, you should engage in the following process:

Step 1:

Silently observe the art for 3-5 minutes.

Step 2:

Enter into a conversation with a partner or the group about the art. You may choose to use the
“Something Protocol” for that discussion. Or, you may have a conversation about the art using these 
prompts:
 What do you see?
 What questions does it raise for you?
 What you do you think it means? What is its message?
 Why did the artist create it?

Step 3:

Answer any specific questions about the art on the sheet



Refugees assessment
Overview

Over the past few days you have learned about refugee issues, various refugee experiences, the ways the 
United States has reduced its refugee admissions, and the work of artists and activists like Isra Chaker at 
Oxfam to voice their protest over current refugee policies.

Now it is time for you to use your artistic and/or political voice. Your task is to express your 
understanding of the refugee issue and your view on what should be done. Your product may take 
multiple forms: a piece of artwork, a poem, or a letter.

When we are finished, we will mail our work and our suggestions to Ms. Chaker at Oxfam who will
reference one student’s work or ideas in an upcoming speech about refugee issues. In addition, artwork 
you create could be displayed, with permission, by Oxfam. You have a chance to make your voice heard 
by becoming part of Ms. Chaker’s voice!

Your artwork, poem, or letter must include:

Name
Age
School
Teacher’s Name

*Ms. Chaker will not refer to your name in the speech unless you and your parent/guardian give 
permission for her to do so. She will contact the student’s teacher to ask permission when she 

Main issues to address in your piece:

What do you know about refugees?
What do you want to see happen with refugees?
Do you have a personal story related to refugees?
Do you think the United States should allow in more refugees? Why or why not?



Student Stations Worksheet
Station 1

Title: Refugees

Author: Brian Bilston

Site: https://brianbilston.com/2016/03/23/refugees/

Questions:

1 Read the poem. What is the author’s main message about refugees?

2 What is one line you agree or disagree with? Why?

3 Now read the poem again, but begin on the bottom line and work your way up line-by-line. 
What is the message of the poem now?

4 Why do you think the artist chose this format?

5 Do you think the artist believes in both messages or one of them? Why?



Station 2

Title: The New Colossus and the Statue of Liberty

Author: Emma Lazarus, 1883

Site: https://www.nps.gov/stli/learn/historyculture/colossus.htm

Questions:

1 What has been the symbolic importance of the Statue of Liberty and Emma Lazarus’ poem
for America?

2 Who was Ms. Lazarus suggesting ought to gain entrance into America?

3 Are her language and tone respectful or disrespectful toward refugees and immigrants?

4 Should the existence of the Statue of Liberty influence in any way or current policy toward
refugees?



Station 3

Title: The Syrian Refugee Art Initiative

Author: Joel Artista

Site: https://joelartista.com/syrian-refugees-the-zaatari-project-jordan/

Questions:

1 What image most stands out to you in these murals?

2 What message do you think the murals are trying to send about refugees and the refugee 
experience?

3 Why do you think the artist went to a refugee camp in Jordan to work with the refugees rather 
than make the art on his own in his hometown?



Station 4

Title: We need all of you. Now more than ever.

Author: Isra Chaker

Site: https://politicsofpoverty.oxfamamerica.org/2018/06/we-need-all-of-you-now-more-than-ever/

Questions:

1 Isra Chaker connects her personal story to her larger understanding of what it means to be a 
true American. What does she consider “America” to be about? Do you agree?

2 What does Ms. Chaker mean when she says “We need all of you.” Is that hyperbole or truth?

3 What is one sentence in her statement that stands out to you? Why?


