










We are probably here today because we believe that everyone has the right to eat, the right to NOT go 
hungry. But if we really want to solve world hunger, we must ask why are so many people hungry, when the 
world has such an abundant harvest? As we learned at the opening of this banquet, there is enough food to 
feed everyone.  

Who controls the river?  

Hunger is not really about food.(pause) Hunger is NOT about food. (pause) Hunger is about power, and the 
fact that millions do not have access to what they need to survive. Access to things like land; markets to sell 
their goods; a decent job; credit; education; peace; political freedom.  

Hunger is about power. Which means that if we really want to end hunger, we need to deal with the hard 
questions about root causes; we need to find out who controls the river, and become active in re-creating 
society. We need to use our own power to transform the existing power structures that currently, are 
creating a world of hunger amidst a world of plenty.  

So what can we do?  

We can educate ourselves and others about these issues. Oxfam has many campaigns that we need your 
help on, but the one that I am going to ask you help on right now, is the Make Trade Fair campaign that is 
working to reform the Farm Bill.  

Tonight, I’m asking each and every one of you to make a phone call.  It’s to your US Senators, who are now 
reviewing the next five years of farm policy. As they debate and draft the next Farm Bill, you can be sure that 
they are hearing from agribusiness and corporate interests.  But are they hearing from people who care 
about poverty here and abroad?   

On this flyer we have a phone number for you to call and talking points for you to use to urge your Senator 
to reform the subsidy system and create a more fair and just Farm Bill. Please help us stop the dumping of 
US rice, cotton, corn, and other products. Also, we are asking people to sign a postcard that will enlist you in 
Oxfam’s Farm Bill Action Team. The Farm Bill Action Team is a group of concerned citizens from across the 
country who know how important it is to reform our subsidies system.  

I hope this will inspire you to join this campaign and to become part of this important work to end hunger, 
poverty and injustice.  

Together we can make a difference.  

Thank you for coming.  

 
 

 



Action Alert 

 
US Senators Ready to Vote on the Farm Bill. Tell Them 

to Stand Up for Poor Farmers Here and Abroad. 
 
LEARN 

Time is running out for Congress to do the right thing on the Farm Bill. If a few key US Senators 
don’t take a stand, Congress could sell out poor farmers with policies that have devastating effects 
on rural communities here and abroad. Since the House has already acted, the Senate is next in line 
for a vote. Oxfam is encouraging all our supporters and allies to ask their US Senators to vote in 
support of Farm Bill reform that reduces trade-distorting subsidies for commodities such as 
cotton. These subsidies lead to excess production, reducing world market prices and undercutting 
those in developing nations who depend on agriculture to survive.  
 
By reforming trade-distorting subsidies, Congress could help 10 million people in West Africa alone, 
who depend on cotton for their livelihoods. Cotton is often the only source of cash income for these 
families who live on less than $1 a day per person. With the added income from increased cotton 
prices, the typical West African cotton farming family could cover the costs of:  

• one year’s worth of health care for four to 10 people,  
• or one year of schooling for two to 10 children,  
• or one year’s food supply for one or two children. 

 

ACT 

Since every vote matters, can you take a moment to call your US Senators today? 

For your convenience, we have set up a toll-free 800 number with simple instructions on what to say. 

1. Please call 1-800-977-1912 

2. An automated message will give you a brief introduction. 

3. When prompted, press the pound key (#) to reach the Capitol switchboard and ask to be 
connected to one of your two US Senators.  

4. After reaching your first US Senator, please hang up and repeat the instructions to reach 
your second US Senator.  

Be sure to tell the staff member who answers the phone that you are a constituent and that 
you want your US Senator to vote in support of Farm Bill reform that reduces trade-distorting 
subsidies for commodities such as cotton. Tell them that these subsidies lead to excess 
production, reducing world market prices and undercutting the poor in developing nations who 
depend on agriculture to survive.  
 

CHANGE 

It will only take a minute. A few well-placed calls from people like you can help the world’s poorest 
farmers. Please call today! 

 




