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COVER: James Sarpong, 61, lives in Teberebie, Ghana. His oil palm farm is now completely surrounded by waste 
rock from a gold mine. Despite this, he remains on the farm and is disputing the compensation offer from the mining 
company, even though he has lost his source of clean water and his family has moved away.  
PHOTO BY JANE HAHN / OXFAM AMERICA

AbOVE (clockwise from the top): Joanna Manu (right), 35, attends a community meeting in Dumasi, Ghana. 
After taking several workshops run by Oxfam’s partner WACAM, Manu and other activists were able to identify two 
cyanide spills in local water sources in their community in 2004 and 2006. | Indigenous leader Santos Puma Paso 
with his wife and youngest son at their home in the community of Yarccacunca in Peru. | Yum Yeara, 55, says “When 
I was a girl, I never saw a flood. I worry about my grandchildren and how they will deal with the floods.” 

We welcome your feedback on this or other issues. Please direct letters to editor@oxfamamerica.org or  

Editor, OXFAMExchange, 226 Causeway Street, 5th Floor, Boston MA 02114-2206.
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Dear Friends,
Happy New Year! While we cannot  
say what this year will hold, it will surely 
bring change. The sense of possibility  
is infectious. 

At Oxfam, we continue our commitment 
to long-term development projects, 
but we are also looking ahead to 
new challenges. This year marks the 
launch of Oxfam America’s work on 
climate change. You might think that 
an international relief and development 
organization would have little of value to 
contribute to this issue. As we discuss in 
this issue of OXFAMExchange, however, 
Oxfam has a vital role to play. Amid 
critical discussions of environmental 
risks, it is our responsibility to ensure  
that decision makers recognize that the 
world’s poor people will bear the brunt  
of climate change—a cruel irony given 
that they have done comparatively little 
to contribute to the problem. Whether 
it is a discussion of strained natural 
resources in Darfur, the impact of 
gold mining in Ghana, or flooding in 
Cambodia, our on-the-ground experience 
has taught us that economic and 
environmental injustice go hand in hand.

“When I was a child, I never saw this 
flooding happen,” says 63-year-old Meiy 
Sau (see profile on page 11). Like others 
who make their home in rural northern 
Cambodia, Meiy relies on farming and 
fishing to survive. A recent spate of flash 
floods threatens the survival of age-old 
communities like his. “What will happen 
to my grandchildren?” he asks.

A question for us all.

Our work at Oxfam must help those in 
need now. But the long-term view must 
also guide us. For better or for worse, 
change will come. It is our responsibility 
to meet this challenge head-on to ensure 
the health of our planet, our children, our 
children’s children—and Meiy’s.

With your continued support, we can 
create lasting changes for the better. 
Let’s make sure that 2008 brings us all 
closer to that goal.

Sincerely,

Raymond C. Offenheiser 
President, Oxfam America



“ Oxfam says global warming is altering the human 
food supply and threatening some of the world’s  
poorest people.

” Trish anderton, Voice of america, December 4, 2007

Putting thE FARm bill On thE mAP A couple years ago, few 
people outside of agricultural circles had heard of the Farm Bill and even 
fewer associated this uS agricultural policy 
with issues of global poverty. Times have 
changed. As of press time, Congress was 
still reviewing this important piece of legisla-
tion. But Oxfam America had made sure that 
the Farm Bill’s effects on poor farmers—
particularly cotton farmers in Africa—had 
become a crucial component of the debate. 
PHOTO: JACOB SILBERBERG / OXFAM AMERICA 

 
Gulf Coast ReCoveRy Oxfam’s efforts to keep the issue of uS Gulf 
Coast recovery on the political agenda were realized with a front-page story 
in The New York Times on November 16, 2007, entitled “Mississippi’s Poor 

Shut Out From Katrina Aid.” Mississippi Gov. Haley 
Barbour and other state officials insist that the state 

does not discriminate by race or income in awarding 
aid to storm victims. One program limited eligibility 
to families that carried regular homeowners’ insur-
ance. Gov. Barbour was quoted in the article as 

having told Congress that this condition  
reflected the fact that “we’re not bailing 
out irresponsible people.” To which Ashley 
Tsongas, Gulf Coast policy adviser for Oxfam 
America, is quoted as responding, “The fact 
is, people who have no money choose food 
and medicine, and not insurance. That moral 
superiority doesn’t recognize the reality 
people face.” PHOTO: JuLIA CHENG / OXFAM AMERICA

tuRninG up the heat Oxfam’s unique contribution to the 
climate change furor has generated international interest, including 
coverage in Time Magazine, The Nation, International Herald Tribune, 
uSA Today, The Christian Science Monitor, and The Wall Street 
Journal. As an international relief and development organization rather 
than an environmental advocacy group, Oxfam’s focus is a campaign 
to create equitable solutions to the crisis. While least responsible for 
causing climate change, poor people bear the brunt of its impacts.  
In December, Oxfam attended the 13th uN Climate Change Confer-
ence in Bali, which brought together representatives from over 180 
countries, and simultaneously released a report calling on wealthy  
nations to honor their promises and increase their commitments to  
pay adaptation costs. PHOTO: ISTOCKPHOTO.COM

BanGlaDesh When Cyclone Sidr hit 
Bangladesh in November, the onslaught of 
133-mile-per-hour winds and tidal surges 
that topped 15 feet spared nothing. As 
we put this issue of OXFAMExchange to 
bed, the numbers are still coming in: 3,256 
people dead, more than one million homes 
and more than two million acres of crops 
damaged or destroyed, and almost 8.5  
million people affected. 

In a poor country, a storm of such magnitude 
is hard to recover from, especially since 
Bangladesh’s agriculture was hit hard a few 
months earlier by flooding in the north. The 
pair of disasters has spiked the price of food, 
and fuel costs have rocketed by 50 percent. 
Many cyclone survivors lost most of what they 
had. With winter exacerbating the situation, aid 
groups are concerned about a host of health 
issues, including inadequate nutrition and poor 
sanitation. Oxfam is responding with clean water 
and nutritional support for up to 153,000 people.

The devastation left by this disaster—and the 
knowledge that storms will batter coastal areas 
with increasing intensity as climate change grips 
the globe—makes the case clearly that countries 
need to find ways to help poor people, who often 
live in the most vulnerable locations, prepare for 
these events and adapt.

In fact, some of that is underway in Bangladesh. 
Early warning systems, new shelters, and better 
planning saved countless lives when Sidr hit—a 
vast improvement over the losses suffered when 
a 1991 cyclone took the lives of 138,000 people. 
Nevertheless, much still needs to be done.

Abdul Latif Khan, a native of Bangladesh and 
Oxfam America’s humanitarian response officer 
in East Asia, points to a range of measures that 
aid groups might support. One is to explore 
cost-effective ways to build coastal housing that 
could better withstand cyclones. Much of the 
housing now is made of the lightest materials: 
bamboo, thatch, and thin metal sheets. Finding 
alternative means of making a living is also 
essential, says Khan. The Bangladesh Rice 
Research Institute has already developed one 
idea: salt-tolerant crops. 

“To me, reducing the chance that a severe 
storm will turn into a disaster for people is a 
human rights issue,” said Jacobo Ocharan, 
Oxfam America’s disaster risk reduction 
manager. “And it’s important for all of us 
—aid groups and donors alike—to invest  
in the effort because it saves lives.”

2  Winter 2008 OxfamExchange 

Planning Saves Lives

media hits
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It has been three years since Kaltoum 

and her eight children fled to Abu Shouk 

camp. And the queues for water have  

gotten gradually longer. 

“I have three jerricans so I can collect  

water for my family,” she says, placing 

them alongside hundreds of others at 

a water point. ”But I’ll probably have to 

leave them here about two days before  

I get any. It hasn’t always been like this  

… just the last few months.” Before it 

used to take just a couple of hours. 

The presence of densely populated 

camps like Abu Shouk, sprawling around 

El Fasher, the capital of North Darfur, is 

adding to the enormous strain on Darfur’s 

already limited natural resources.     

According to Singe Day, Oxfam’s water 

coordinator in Darfur, “In recent decades 

there has been considerable population 

growth at the same time as drought and 

desertification. Now the current conflict 

is exacerbating the demand upon natural 

resources further. These camps were 

never designed to sustain such a high 

demand, which continues to grow. In El 

Fasher you now have 100,000 displaced 

people in camps, using water that was 

previously supporting a fraction of that 

number.”

The longer the conflict goes on, the great-

er the strain on water is likely to become. 

But while attacks on civilians continue, 

nobody feels remotely safe enough to 

leave the camp and return to their homes. 

“I pray to God I will see the day when  

I can go home,” says elderly Abu Ali.  

“But, honestly, I’m afraid we will be here 

for a long time yet.” 

With that in mind, many people are  

getting settled. “We don’t want to rely 

on Oxfam forever,” says Abdallah Juma, 

who has lived in Abu Shouk since it was 

first established. After years in the camp, 

many residents want to create a better 

standard of living for their families—by 

improving their shelters or by creating 

extra income that can be used to improve 

their diet or pay school tuition fees. Brick 

structures are increasingly replacing the 

tents and plastic sheeting that were used 

as shelter when they first arrived. The 

edges of many Darfur camps are now 

pitted with holes where men and young 

children make bricks out of mud and 

water and sell them. 

“Water usage here is now not only for 

drinking or washing,” says Day. “Commu-

nities also choose to sell it or make mud 

bricks to generate an income. With water 

so valuable, this is not ideal, but you have 

to allow people to improve their lives.”

Kaltoum says she is struggling to make 

ends meet. “The children might go more 

(continued on page 11)

Life in Darfur

 A Long Wait for Home
Reporting from Sudan, Alun McDonald explains how basic resources 
are strained as the conflict in Darfur and eastern Chad drags on.

Jerricans at Abu Shouk camp in North Darfur. Abu Shouk opened in 2004 and now 

has a population of around 56,000 people. Because water is limited and lines at the 

pumps can require waiting for days, people string their water containers on a long 

rope to keep their place in line.
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Caught on the Wrong Side  

 of a Gold Boom
Farmers in Ghana talk candidly with Oxfam’s Chris Hufstader about the 
impact of gold mining on their communities and how—with education 
about their human rights —they can hold mining companies and the  
government accountable. 

Paul Ayensu, a farmer in a small town 

called Teberebie, had a tiny farm, just 

a third of an acre cut out of the intense 

green of Ghana’s western rain forest. He 

grew 12 different crops there: yams, oil 

palms, cassava, pineapples, cocoa, and 

many different vegetables. “I was growing 

a lot of food, and I was making money,” 

he said. “I spent all of my time there.” 

He had the bad fortune to work a field  

on top of a gold deposit, so when the  

government conceded the minerals to  

an international mining company in 1991, 

37-year-old Ayensu and his wife and 

four children were out. Worse, he later 

discovered that the payment he was to 

receive for his land had been arbitrarily 

cut by two-thirds. “I was not happy, and  

I cried,” Ayensu said later. “It was because 

of this farm that we could eat … now my 

children are out of school. I can’t go to  

my farm ever again.”

By law, the mine run by AngloGold 

Ashanti Ltd. must compensate farmers for 

their lands and for future lost income from 

their crops. The company reviewed the 

crops on each farm and assigned a value 

to each plant: so much for an oil palm, 

another value for cocoa trees. These  

were totaled and constituted the offer of 

compensation to make up for a number  

of years of farming. After some farm-

ers were paid, others found their offers 

suddenly rescinded, replaced with ones 

based on the total acreage of their farms. 

“They should have negotiated this with 

us,” said Emilia Amoateng, 30, chair of 

the Concerned Farmers’ Association of 

Teberebie. “But some of the elders who 

were close to the company supported 

it. … Those who should come to our 

aid—our district assembly and members 

of parliament—have been bought off and 

corrupted,” she said. 

It’s a common story, one repeated in  

Indonesia, Peru, Papua New Guinea, 

Mali, and many other places when mines 

are established. Most farmers have no 

one to help them hold the company or 

their elected representatives account-

able, to respect their property rights, to 

compensate them fairly, and to protect 

the environment. And in so many out-of-

the way villages we have never heard of, 

farmers shrug, take what’s offered, hope 

for a job they will never get at the mine, 

and do the best they can.

But in Teberebie and scores of other 

villages in Ghana, things are working 

out slightly differently. The farmers are 

shifting the balance of power by learning, 

understanding, and asserting their basic 

human rights.

Going for the Gold

The price of gold has been quite high the 

last few years, and Ghana is doing its 

best to cash in. Ghana has been a major 

producer of gold for centuries, and the 

country has attracted new investment in 

mining since it rewrote its laws on min-

ing and investment 20 years ago. Now it 

is the second largest producer of gold on 

the continent behind South Africa, and in 

its 50th year of independence, Ghana is 

working hard to reduce poverty for its  

10 million citizens.

Paul Ayensu shows visitors the two proposals for compensation he received from the AngloGold Ashanti mining 

company. The first offered to pay him for the loss of the cocoa trees and other crops on his small farm. The sec-

ond proposal, which superseded the first, offered two-thirds less for the farm that he lost to the mining company.

“ Our country is poor because our resources are under the control  
of those with all the money. Ninety-five percent of the mining  
revenues go out of the country, and only five percent stays— 
along with 100 percent of the problems.

”  Daniel Owusu-Koranteng, executive director of WaCam, an organization that helps people protect 

the environment and defend their human rights
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One problem: Although mining represents 

a large share of the total investment 

coming into the country, most of the 

wealth it generates goes right back out 

to the American, British, South African, 

and Canadian companies operating the 

mines. A 2005 uN report estimated that 

just five percent of the $894 million gener-

ated by mining in 2003 was captured in 

Ghana, a mere $46 million in Ghana’s 

$11 billion economy. “Our country is 

poor because our resources are under 

the control of those with all the money,” 

says Daniel Owusu-Koranteng, executive 

director of Wassa Association of Com-

munities Affected by Mining (WACAM), 

an organization that helps people protect 

the environment and defend their human 

rights. “Ninety-five percent of the min-

ing revenues go out of the country, and 

only five percent stays—along with 100 

percent of the problems.”

The problems go beyond farmers losing 

their land and their way to make a living. 

The BBC reported last year that at least 

12 people have been shot in violent con-

frontations with mine security and police 

forces. (On a recent visit, Oxfam staff 

interviewed two people shot in separate 

confrontations between mining security 

and military forces and villagers in 2006.) 

There have also been numerous cases 

of cyanide spills near rivers and streams 

needed for drinking and irrigation in vil-

lages near mines. Owusu-Koranteng said 

that the five percent retained in Ghana 

from mining can’t come close to redress-

ing all these problems.

overcoming injustice

The farmers in Teberebie and many other 

towns across mining areas of Ghana are 

struggling to overcome basic injustices 

without the help of those whose duty it 

is to represent them in government and 

protect their rights. Local leaders are 

co-opted by mining companies, and the 

farmers’ elected officials in parliament  

in Accra do not consider their needs. 

James Sarpong, wearing a red shirt in the fore-

ground, is dwarfed by a massive pile of waste rock 

at the edge of the relocated village of Teberebie. 

Sarpong, 61, lost over eight acres of oil palms to the 

waste rocks dumped on his farm, and he has refused 

to move or accept the inadequate compensation of-

fered by AngloGold Ashanti. “I used to make money,” 

he said. “But now I have just a few palm trees, and 

the waste rocks have diverted a stream and flooded 

part of my farm. … It is getting worse here.”
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In Ghana, as in many other countries in Africa and 

other parts of the world, women do not usually lead 

political struggles. But with the right training and 

personal ambition, women like Emilia Amoateng can 

become strong leaders. Her training with WACAM 

has strengthened her community as well as her own 

ability to represent her neighbors. “This has made me 

very powerful in the sight of both the mining company 

and the men in my community,” she said. “I am proud 

of myself.”
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Farmers affected by mining are instead 

turning to nongovernmental organiza-

tions and media to air their grievances 

and build respect for their right to live with 

dignity and make a decent living.

To help them, Oxfam America is funding 

the work of WACAM, Owusu-Koranteng’s 

organization. WACAM teaches villagers  

about the constitution of Ghana and 

their rights under the 2006 Minerals and 

Mining Act. Armed with this information, 

farmers can then assert their rights to fair 

compensation for their lands and hold the 

companies responsible for damage to the 

environment. 

The approach has proven effective in sev-

eral towns where WACAM has educated 

citizens and helped them understand how 

to engage with the mining companies and 

the media to push for justice. In Prestea, 

an industrialized mining town since the 

1920s, 62-year-old Godfried Ofori said 

that teaching people about their rights has 

made a significant impact. The people of 

Prestea were being rocked by explosions 

in mining pits run by Bogoso Gold, a local 

subsidiary of Golden Star Resources  

of Denver. The blasts have cracked the 

cement houses in town, and waste dumps 

have clogged water springs in the area 

with earth and rocks dug out of the pits. 

And there is a threat of expansion: the 

mine wants to move the entire southern 

part of the town. 

“They were using money to buy the  

support of citizens,” Ofori said. “We went 

house to house to tell people about their 

human rights, what it really means to 

have rights, and about the company’s 

plan to blast just 200 or 300 meters from 

their houses and schools … so now they 

understand, they know they have human 

rights, and they no longer take money 

from the mine company and put their 

children at risk.” 

Golden Star has stopped blasting and all 

mining temporarily while it negotiates with 

people in the town to expand the mine. 

Suddenly, there is a different climate,  

and the company is proceeding carefully.

a Change in perspective

Learning about basic rights that you never 

knew you had changes your perspective 

irrevocably. Suddenly you have something 

that no one can take away from you, and 

you become more confident about defend-

ing these rights. When you understand 

this and learn how to negotiate with a 

mining company, speak to reporters, or 

show those in authority that they can’t 

take advantage of you and get away 

with it, you realize that you have power. 

You deserve respect. It is this change in 

perspective that has helped the people of 

Prestea bring mining to a halt while they 

negotiate their future.  

“Most people don’t have money,” said 

Ofori, “but they have their spirit.”

You can see this spirit in the eyes of  

the farmers in Teberebie, where about 

15 of them are disputing the compensa-

tion offered by AngloGold Ashanti. Their 

Concerned Farmers’ Association of 

Teberebie staged a march to the nearby 

mining center of Tarkwa, where they were 

interviewed on the radio and on televi-

sion. This brought a lot of visibility to their 

case, as well as a proposal to negotiate 

from AngloGold. unfortunately, it did not 

lead to an agreement, but with the help of 

WACAM and the legal aid organization, 

Center for Public Interest Law (CEPIL), 

both funded by Oxfam America, the claim 

is now in the courts. 

The farmers know it could be a long time 

before they get a decision on this case. 

“When we took the company to court, they 

said they would prolong the process and 

frustrate us,” Kwame Bentil, one of the 

plaintiffs, said. It is clear this tactic is an 

attempt to force the impoverished farmers  

to take the lower compensation offer.

So far they have been to court 14 times. 

Since they have nothing left to lose,  

they have no reason to stop fighting for 

their rights.

“ most people don’t have money, but they have their spirit.

” Godfried Ofori, 62-year-old from the mining community of Prestea
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What Respect looks like

Nana Molobah Nyamiketh, chief of the 

village of Abekoase, has a round, friendly 

face but a serious nature. And it was 

this serious side that went into action 

the morning of October 16, 2001, when 

villagers came to him with bad news: 

Their main source of drinking water, the 

Asuman River, was full of dead fish, and 

those who had come in contact with the 

water had developed skin problems.  

“We were alarmed,” Chief Nyamiketh 

said, adding that it was their worst fear:  

a cyanide spill. “We informed WACAM,  

as they had been teaching us how to ne-

gotiate with the company and understand 

our rights … and we got some journalists 

to cover the news of the cyanide spill.” 

As word got out, Chief Nyamiketh did his 

best to negotiate with Gold Fields Ghana 

Ltd., but the discussions led nowhere. 

The 400 villagers of Abekoase, half of 

whom had already been displaced by 

the Gold Fields mine, took the company 

to court in March of 2002. By the end of 

2003, Abekoase and Gold Fields had 

reached a settlement out of court that 

included a community center building and 

a development fund of roughly $27,000 

being used to build a new school and 

teachers’ quarters. A palm oil processing 

center is also still under construction.

“The settlement was pretty good,” Chief 

Nyamiketh said, crediting WACAM and 

CEPIL for their advice on the case. “If it 

had not been for WACAM, we would not 

have gotten any help, because it seems 

the government institutions are on the 

side of the mine companies.”

Chief Nyamiketh said the villagers are 

satisfied with the settlement. But he 

said that they are even more pleased 

with the changed relationship with Gold 

Fields. “People are now better equipped 

to negotiate with the company,” Chief 

Nyamiketh said, adding that the company 

now handles them differently also. “They 

were surprised we took them to court; 

they thought they would just ride over us. 

But we scared them … Now they know 

that this village took them to the high 

court, so when something happens, they 

react quickly because people here know 

their rights.” 

Chief Nyamiketh looked out the window 

of his house, into the daily afternoon 

downpour of a May afternoon, where 

the rain was smashing down into the red 

earth and thunder boomed in the dis-

tance. “It is a sign of respect,” he said.
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Read | Learn | Change the world
To receive key updates about Oxfam’s work on oil, gas, and mining, and to  
take action against unfair mining practices, join our online community at  
www.oxfamamerica.org/join.

Godfried Ofori, 62, near a mining waste dump in the center of Prestea. Ofori and his colleagues in the Concerned Citizens Association of Prestea go house to house  

teaching people about their rights to secure lives a safe distance away from blasting in mine pits.
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Joanna Manu did not expect to get arrested when she went to 

work one morning last year. “I was in my fields preparing them  

for planting when mine security and police came and arrested me 

for encroaching on their land,” she said some months later. It was 

an aggressive move to intimidate farmers in the mine zone con-

trolled by Golden Star Resources and its Bogoso Mine. The mine 

needed the land for digging pits to reveal ore laden with gold, as 

well as space to dump all the earth and rocks from the pits.

Farmers in this area are typically informed that the government 

has conceded their land to the mine and that there is nothing 

they can do about it. Joanna knew better. “I know my rights,  

and I knew the law would take its course,” she said. 

Manu had attended a training session with Oxfam America’s  

partner WACAM, where she learned that farmers can only be  

removed from their land if they have been compensated for it. 

This helped her make a strong argument. “I told the court that I 

was there before the company came and that it had not compen-

sated me. So the company has no right to push me off this land.”

“And I am still farming there,” Manu said, smiling just a little.  

“I learned this in my training, and it is thanks to this new  

knowledge that I could do this.”

WACAM’s training not only helped Manu defend her own rights 

and farmland, but also helped her become one of the key orga-

nizers in her community, Dumasi, a small collection of mud and 

concrete houses piled on the side of a hill on the road between 

two larger mining towns, Prestea and Tarkwa. Farmers line the 

road selling tomatoes and yams as trucks and cars blast past 

in the dust and heat. The forest looms over Dumasi; dark green 

surrounds the hardwood trees and small fields that farmers  

hack out of the dense brush.

Open-pit gold mining has had serious negative effects ranging 

from housing damage caused by the explosives used to blast 

apart the pit to reveal ore, just over 300 yards from the village, 

to pollution of the local drinking water source, the Aprepre River, 

in 2004 and 2006. Again, training from WACAM has helped 

Manu and her neighbors push the company to respect their 

rights and its obligations. 

After the mine spilled cyanide into the stream in 2004, Manu and 

her father immediately collected water samples and dead fish, 

and sent them to WACAM and Ghana’s Environmental Protec-

tion Agency (EPA). “WACAM taught us that cyanide is extremely 

poisonous, but that exposure to the sun reduces its toxicity,” 

Manu explained. “usually when we complain to the EPA they 

take 10 days to come here, so that is why we had to get the 

samples right away.” WACAM helped secure medical care for 

sick villagers and convened a press conference so the villagers 

could pressure the company to clean up the mess and com-

pensate people affected by the poison. WACAM and another 

legal aid organization funded by Oxfam America, CEPIL, helped 

the citizens of Dumasi take the company to court, and they are 

awaiting a decision.

Efforts like this have helped the people of Dumasi force the 

company to halt the blasting that hurled rocks into their houses 

and cracked their foundations. For now the mining has stopped 

while the company tries to relocate the village—but first it has to 

negotiate a deal with a group of citizens who will no longer allow 

the government and mining company to take advantage of them.

The training WACAM provided for the people of Dumasi has 

helped them defend their rights, but it is also changing the way 

they think about themselves and others. Manu realized that she 

can be a leader, someone who can make a difference in her vil-

lage and the world. “After this training, I can see how important 

education is, so I am enrolled in school,” she said. “I want to be 

a political leader, maybe a member of parliament.” 

Manu’s motivations and sense of responsibility go well beyond 

her village. “I see fellow human beings as I see myself, and if 

they can’t defend their rights, then I have to help them,” she 

said. “I am saving humanity.”
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Joanna Manu
Community activist, Ghana

“I know my rights, and I knew the law would  

take its course.” Joanna manu learns how to 

defend her rights and stands firm in protecting  

the environment in her community.

Writer: Chris Hufstader
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Climate Change Campaign

When people are blocked from opportunity, they often need to change 
laws, customs, and policies. Without these changes, the battle against 
poverty cannot be won. Oxfam’s economic and political analyses help 
transform the thinking of powerful decision makers.

RootS oF CHAnGe:  
Oxfam’S CamPaIGN WORK

From floods in Bangladesh to droughts in Kenya, glacier melts in Peru to hurricanes in the Caribbean, poor  
countries are already suffering from the effects of climate change. oxfam America is undertaking a campaign  
to address the disproportionate impacts of global warming by creating equitable solutions to the crisis. 

overview > We’ve all seen the images on the evening  

news: the droughts, floods, hunger, and disease. Decades 

of greenhouse gas emissions have finally caught up with our 

climate—and it’s the poorest among us who are worst affected.

Over the past 30 years, the Turkana people of northwest Kenya 

have experienced a 25 percent average decrease in annual 

rainfall. In the former Soviet states of central Asia, countries 

like Tajikistan have experienced extreme drought, paradoxically 

coupled with floods and landslides. And in Bangladesh, where 

scientists have warned that a rise in sea level may flood 20  

percent of their land, typhoons and floods have already in-

creased in severity.

The outlook is frightening. But maybe that’s why climate change 

is finally getting the attention it deserves.

Oxfam America has a long history of supporting vulnerable  

communities through our disaster preparedness and livelihoods 

work. Now, we are joining the worldwide movement to use  

political action to stabilize our planet’s rising temperature. 

Our contribution? We’ll put the needs of poor people first.

•  As one of the world’s largest producers of greenhouse gases, 

the uS must lead the effort to reduce emissions. By 2020, the 

uS must reduce its total greenhouse gas emissions by more 

than 15 percent below 2005 emissions levels. By 2050, those 

reductions must be at least 80 percent below 2005 levels.  

These changes are essential to avoid a global temperature  

rise of 3.6° Fahrenheit (2° Celsius), the point at which the 

world would experience huge shocks to our water resources, 

food production, sea levels, and ecosystems. Read | Learn | Change the world

Go to www.oxfamamerica.org/climate to send  
Congress a strong message and to learn more.

•  The US must commit to helping poor people already struggling 

to deal with climate change—by providing funding to help them 

adapt. The uS is both responsible for a huge percentage of 

greenhouse gas emissions and capable of providing financial  

assistance. With this funding, vulnerable communities could 

adopt new technologies; diversify their ways of earning a  

living; plan and budget for disasters; and build and strengthen 

hospitals, bridges, and roads.

Allies > Oxfam is working on the Climate Change Campaign 

with a diverse coalition of allies such as the National Resources 

Defense Council, CARE, Friends of the Earth, and the National 

Council of Churches. 

What’s happening now? > A number of legislative proposals 

dealing with climate change, such as America’s Climate Secu-

rity Act, are moving through Congress right now. In December, 

the uN Climate Change Conference discussed how to combat 

climate change on a global level. And soon we will be engaging 

voters in the 2008 elections. Each event represents a vital  

opportunity for action, and Oxfam will be there.

What can you do? > There are limits to what vulnerable com-

munities can achieve on their own. They need national and inter-

national support. Go to www.oxfamamerica.org/climate. Call on 

Congress to cut greenhouse gas emissions and provide financial 

assistance so that the most vulnerable communities can adapt.

Writer: Andrea Perera
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than a month without good food like fruits and vegetables. 

Meat is very expensive, and I don’t have money to buy it.” 

Small amounts of money raised by making bricks can make 

a vital difference.

Simply digging more boreholes and providing more water 

is not a sustainable solution. One answer may be to create 

new opportunities for the camp’s residents to earn a living. 

Oxfam has stepped up training programs that give people 

skills to become craftsmen, carpenters, welders, and teach-

ers. We are also educating people to better manage the use 

of precious water. 

“Brick-making does not need clean water,” says Day. “We’re 

encouraging people to recycle water—they can use it for 

cooking and washing and then use it to make bricks.”

Oxfam has also set up water level loggers—tools to monitor 

the level of the water table—to try and analyze how much 

water is available. But water is not the only resource becom-

ing increasingly scarce. 

In Kalma camp in South Darfur, 23-year-old Fatima has 

been collecting her family’s firewood for the past three years. 

“Before there were trees right on the edge of the camp. Now 

they are gone and we have to walk many miles to get wood. 

The further we have to walk, the more dangerous it is.”

She hopes that the anticipated arrival of the new uN-African 

union peacekeeping force will help protect women as they 

collect the wood. But the force could create new problems, as 

26,000 international personnel—with their headquarters in El 

Fasher—will require enormous extra amounts of water.   

“Managing these depleted natural resources is a complex 

problem,” says Day, “but one thing is clear. The longer the 

conflict and displacement goes on, the result will be a mas-

sive, continuing drain on precious resources.”

People are transforming makeshift shelters into dwellings that will house them 

for the long haul. Mud bricks signal resignation: as violence continues, no one 

expects to go home soon. Here, 10-year-old Mohamed Ismael Adam shapes 

bricks for a two-day bake in the sun.
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(continued from page 3)

After a grueling eight-hour ride on a rutted dirt road from  
Phnom Penh, you reach the northern Cambodian villages of 
Puprea and Peurk. Although less than 65 miles from developed 
areas in neighboring Thailand, these villages are isolated, and  
inhabitants rely on rice farming and fishing as a means of  
survival. So, when a recent flash flood swept away newly 
planted rice seeds and engulfed homes on stilts with disease-
borne water, it was devastating not just to one or two families, 
but to the entire community. 

By the accounts of several of the older residents of Puprea and 
Peurk, this is the worst flood they have ever witnessed. While 
many individuals remember a flash flood in 1972, all agree that 
the recent flood came faster, with greater force, and brought 
more destruction than its predecessor. All of the villagers are 
concerned about the future of their families—and communities. 

Farmer Meiy Sau (pictured below) was in his best shirt and  
trousers the day he talked about the flash flood that destroyed 
his rice fields. At 63 years old and with many grandchildren to 
help look after, he wonders aloud about their future. 

“When I was a child, I never saw this flooding happen,” he says, 
shaking his head. “It is not only me who is worried, but everyone. 
What will happen to my grandchildren? What will happen  
to everyone’s grandchildren here?”

Although Meiy received help from Oxfam after the recent flood 
destroyed his fields, the long-term outlook is uncertain; he walks 
away from the interview with a deep furrow in his brow.

Writer: Katie Taft

field notes
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Santos Puma Paso used to be a health 

promoter, a volunteer helping his com-

munity of indigenous people to prevent 

diseases and get better medical care. 

Despite his commitment to this work,  

he never got much help from the nearest 

health clinic. It used to take him an entire 

day to walk there from his remote village, 

Yarccacuna—a quiet place clinging pre-

cariously to the side of a mountain in the 

Andes—but no one would ever meet with 

him or help him. 

Paso suspected the reason for this 

neglect, and it became clear when one 

health official told Paso that he was not  

fit to wash dishes in their office because 

he was an indigenous Quechua speaker, 

an ethnic group at the bottom of the 

social order in the scenic region of Cusco.  

Paso was so discouraged that he almost 

believed him. 

“I was lost,” says Paso, now 37, married, 

and the father of three young boys. “I did 

not know what culture I belonged to.” 

Racism, and the discrimination it breeds, 

erodes the self-respect of the highland 

indigenous people of Peru. They turn 

away from their culture and slowly drop 

their traditional ways of living and working 

that are so well suited to the Andes. As a 

result, indigenous people are among the 

poorest in the country. Paso could see it 

around his village: farmers like him were 

not following their traditions of helping  

each other in their fields; they were poor 

and ashamed of their culture. 

To get some perspective, Paso visited 

the Centro de Bartolomé de Las Casas, 

known by its initials CBC, because he 

had heard on the radio that it was running 

a bilingual education program designed to 

help indigenous leaders like him reconcile 

their place in Peru, learn about their hu-

man rights, and develop skills to repre-

sent their community with government 

officials. He joined the program and be-

gan learning to read and write in his own 

Quechua language as well as in Spanish, 

and he is now more confident in his ability 

to function in his own indigenous world 

and the official, Spanish-speaking culture 

of Peru. 

With grants from Oxfam America, CBC 

had just finished a year-long consultation 

Crossing the  

 Cultural Divide             
How can community leaders overcome centuries of racism and discrimination? 
Chris Hufstader reports from the mountains of Peru, where indigenous leaders 
are taking a multicultural approach to fighting poverty.
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with Quechua-speaking community  

leaders and had jointly developed a cur-

riculum designed to help young leaders 

value their own culture while operating in 

Peru’s modern, post-colonial culture. “We 

have created a way to help people see 

they are part of one culture, but they rec-

ognize the other,” says Nicolette Velarde, 

an anthropologist at CBC. She says this 

helps the community leaders create a 

“dialogue of respect and recognition of 

one culture with the other.” 

“Both are valuable,” Velarde says. “I am 

different from you, you are different from 

me, but there is dialogue and respect.”

After developing the curriculum, CBC is 

now in the midst of training its first group 

of leaders, which included Paso and 30 

others from Cusco and Apurimac. 

One of them is Guillermina Mamani 

Huamán, 53, a mother of four and 

grandmother of seven. She had a similar 

experience to Paso’s the first time she 

visited the city of Cusco, 15 years ago. 

“It was the first time I ever left my village 

… Every time I think of it I get emotional,” 

she says, sitting at her loom, staked out 

on the ground on the banks of the Ma-

puche River rushing past her father and 

sister’s house.

Huamán went to Cusco to ask a govern-

ment agency for help in marketing artisan 

products, but, over the course of four 

days, she was repeatedly denied the 

courtesy of even a short consultation. 

She struggled to find her way in the city, 

unable to read the street signs, frustrated 

by her illiteracy, and discouraged by her 

confrontation with institutionalized racism.

Indigenous women get little help from 

government agencies whose mission is to 

assist them. And indigenous women have 

special problems, even within their own 

culture, in that men do not always respect 

the work they do in their homes, and 

artisan women find that their handicrafts 

do not fetch a very high price. Huamán 

intends to learn how to better promote 

indigenous artisanry and build respect for 

the work of women. “We need to value 

fairly what we produce,” she says. “This 

traditional way of weaving is the fruit of 

our culture, and every weaving has its 

own character—each woman puts in the 

way she sees the world.” 

Paso and Huamán and all the other 

leaders are planning how they will use 

their newfound knowledge and leadership 

skills. Paso is planning to run for public 

office so he can better represent his com-

munity and ensure it gets the schools, 

health care, and clean water it deserves, 

without forsaking its cultural identity. 

Huamán wants to continue her work to 

promote the handicrafts produced by 

women in her community so that they can 

be more financially independent. “I want 

to help women educate their children,” 

she says while weaving next to the rush-

ing river, “so they can read and write, and 

not face the discrimination that I have.”

Guillermina Mamani Huamán, 53, a mother of four 

and grandmother of seven, sits at her loom, staked 

out on the ground on the banks of the Mapuche River 

rushing past her father and sister’s house.

Santos Puma Paso (left) speaks with CBC anthro-

pologist Ligia Alencastre in Cusco, Peru. Paso is a 

member of the community of Yarccacunca and is 

receiving training in the CBC’s Oxfam-supported 

program for indigenous leadership.

Read | Learn | Change the world
To learn more about Oxfam america’s programs in South america, go to  
www.oxfamamerica.org/southamerica.

“ I am different from you, you are different from me, but there is  
dialogue and respect.

”  
Nicolette Velarde, anthropologist at Centro de Bartolomé de Las Casas
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They don’t need water  
just once a year. 

they need a steady supply. So do we.
many of us write a check when there’s a humanitarian emergency or when it comes to mind.  
But did you know that your donation can have a bigger impact if you give regularly? 

for as little as $10 a month, become an Oxfam Pledge Partner. By giving on a monthly schedule,  
you provide steady and reliable help to people living in poverty. 

Use the enclosed envelope to sign up or go to www.oxfamamerica.org/monthlypledge.


