
THE OXFAM CLUB at BALL STATE UNIVERSITY
AN OXFAM AMERICA CLUBS SPOTLIGHT



CLUB OVERVIEW

History
The Oxfam Club at Ball State 
University was founded by 
Megan Whitacre, a 2010 Oxfam 
America CHANGE Leader.  
Fueled by an interest in political 
science, Whitacre spent her 
Junior year immersing herself in 
starting the club, even writing 
her thesis on her experiences.

In their own words
BSU Oxfam is made up of a 
dedicated group of college 
students who see the world as a 
place we can help to change.  We 
strive to raise awareness of the 
poverty and injustice that plague 
our neighbors. Commitment to 
our cause and compassion for 
our fellow man sets us apart 
from other clubs on campus.

We began the Ball State Chapter 
of Oxfam America in 2010 to 
continue the fight against 
poverty and injustice.

Our first year as a club on the 
BSU campus turned out to be a 
successful venture for us. We 
hosted several events such as 
Sow the Seed, an Oxfam America 
Hunger Banquet, and the Peace 
Fair.

We are really excited to make 
these events larger and have a 
greater impact this year. We also 
hope to introduce some new 
events to our fellow students to 
help them learn about the 
poverty, hunger, and social 
injustice affecting our world 
today.

  

Human Peace Sign, Peace Fair, BSU 2011



    	 	           SPECIAL EVENTS

BSU Peace Fair
     Early in the 2010 Spring semester, BSU 
Oxfam partnered with four other student 
organizations and the BSU Peace Center to hold a fair to promote membership and 
collaboration for BSU students concerned 
with issues of social justice.  This event won them the “Most Creative Event on Campus” award from BSU SGA.

Oxfam America Hunger Banquet    Focusing on the famines ravaging East Africa, BSU Oxfam held their 2nd annual Oxfam America Hunger Banquet on November 16th, 2011.  90 people participated, with many taking part in a clever photo petition of an African mural.



BSU OXFAM’S TIPS FOR RUNNING AN 
OXFAM CLUB

Organizational Structure
 • 1st year- Standard Executive Board, Top-to-Bottom Structure; “meetings were 
not that participatory.”
 • 2nd year- General members encouraged to create their own positions: “Allowing 
all of our members to create their own leadership roles not only made people feel more 
involved, but it also played to individuals’ passions and strengths.”

Bi-Weekly Meeting Structure
 • Committee Format- every other week a committee meeting is held: ideas for 
events are brainstormed as a group, then exploratory committees are formed to tease 
out the details and feasibility of each idea.
 • On alternating weeks, BSU Oxfam holds educational meetings to better educate 
and inform the general club membership of Oxfam’s work and goals: “By far the biggest 
complaint during the first year of the club was that members wanted more information.  
Educational meetings were created in response to that need.”

Year to Year Transitions
 • “Limit executive board positions to one year.”  That way, the club’s livelihood is 
not at stake when club leadership, after years at the helm, graduates.
 • Similarly, have a non-senior be President, so s/he can be a guiding resource in 
subsequent years.
 •  Lastly, appoint or recommend students to be leaders as a way to affirm and 
instill confidence in one another.

Team Building
 • Consider participating in a community service project as a club.  “Early on, we 
went on a service trip to help a non-profit restock their warehouse.  It was a fun thing to 
do, but the most important thing that happened was that we all had to hop in a van 
together for a 6-7 hour drive; it was definitely the turning point of our Club’s chemistry.”  



TIPS FOR ADVERTISING
“Always contact your student newspaper with upcoming events; make 

friends with newspaper staff.”



QUOTES

“Even if we are only 12 
people, we really do feel 
like we’re changing the 
world” 

	 	 -Megan Faulkner

“Be creative. Keep 
thinking.”

	 	 - Megan Whitacre

“The overarching theme of our Club’s success? Persistence.”

	 	 -Becca Schafer



MEDIA
Club website: www.bsuoxfam.org

Facebook page: “Oxfam America - Ball State Chapter”

http://www.bsuoxfam.org
http://www.bsuoxfam.org

