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March 8, 2012 
 
 
Dear Member of Congress: 
 
As proud Sisters on the Planet, we write to you to ask for your support to create a world where 
everyone has enough to eat, always. Despite abundant food, nearly one billion people struggle 
with where their next meal will come from. Soon there will be 9 billion of us. Women are the 
hardest hit, often eating less and eating last when food is scarce in the household.  But they are 
also the key agents of change in their communities and best positioned to solve problems and 
forge a better future for their families. The good news is that you can do something to stand with 
women change makers in the US and around the world.  
 
There are two important steps Congress can take right now to invest in women farmers, save 
lives and tackle poverty: 
 
Fund programs such as Feed the Future that will increase productivity and resiliency of 
small-scale food producers. 
 
Around the world, women are responsible for half of all food production, despite the fact they face 
systematic legal and social discrimination that hampers their productivity and limits their ability to 
reach their full potential. By one study, if women were provided with the same access to credit, 
tools and inputs as men, they could increase yields on their farms by 20 to 30 percent.  
 
We need to keep innovative international agricultural development programs such as Feed the 
Future fully funded. These programs invest in women farmers who are already building 
sustainable solutions to hunger and poverty in their communities. They are also instrumental in 
helping farmers build resilience in the face of a changing climate that makes farming more risky. 
Keeping this life-supporting work fully funded is essential to reduce dependence on aid and 
address hunger now and in the future. 
 
Reform Food aid in the Farm Bill 
 
Helping hungry people during food crises is an essential part of US foreign policy; it saves lives, 
reduces instability around the world and protects the most vulnerable communities from 
catastrophe. But the current US food aid system is bogged down by regulations that cost lives 
and force the US government to waste up to one-third of every dollar spent on food aid. 
 
We need to pass reforms in the Farm Bill that eliminate wasteful and ineffective food aid 
regulations that pad the pockets of special interests at the expense of the women farmers who 
are key to breaking the cycle of poverty. These reforms will cut waste, save lives now and ensure 
communities can feed themselves so they don’t need our aid in the future. 
 
Continuing crucial investments in agriculture development and cutting the red-tape that gets in 
the way of life-saving aid will offer substantial cost-savings for taxpayers over the long term and 
reduce dependence on aid in developing countries. Moreover, they will empower women food 
producers in their own efforts to tackle hunger and poverty.  
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Addressing hunger and poverty is essential to demonstrating our humanitarian values, protecting 
our national security and strengthening our economy. It also exemplifies what makes America 
great. Women are solving problems in their communities every day around the world. As a strong 
supporter of women’s rights and justice, I ask that you take these steps to stand with women and 
join in the fight to end hunger.  
 
Deepest regards, 
 
Danielle Adams 
Soil and Water Conservation District Supervisor 
Durham, North Carolina 
 
Jane Sung E Bai 
Director of National Programs/Slow Food USA 
Brooklyn, New York 
 
Linda J. Barnes  Ph.D.   
Entrepreneurial and Diversified Agriculture Coordinator, Marshalltown Community College 
Marshalltown, Iowa 
 
Elizabeth Becker 
Author and Member, Board of Directors Oxfam America 
Washington, DC 
 
Kim Behan 
Executive Director  
Buddhist Global Relief 
Sparta, New Jersey 
 
The Rev. Canon Sally G. Bingham 
President  
The Regeneration Project 
Interfaith Power & Light 
San Francisco, California  
 
Marlo Boyle 
Senior Education Planner 
Aveda Corporation - Great Lakes 
Evanston, Illinois 
 
Sr. Joan Brown, osf 
Executive Director, New Mexico Interfaith Power and Light 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
 
Dr. Stephanie Buechler 
Research Associate and Lecturer, University of Arizona 
Tucson, Arizona 
 
Lili Buffett 
Co-Owner, Buffett Farms Nebraska LLC 
Omaha, Nebraska 
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Bonnie Campbell 
Attorney at Law 
Campbell Law Firm 
Des Moines, Iowa  
 
Neko Case 
St. Johnsbury, Vermont 
 
Ashley Cecil 
Artist 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
 
Carol Christ 
President, Smith College  
Northampton, Massachusetts 
 
Eva M. Christensen 
Owner, Earthtenders 
Dover, New Hampshire   
 
Rebecca Cook 
Retired Attorney 
Former Secretary of State of Missouri 
Cape Girardeau, Missouri 
 
Rev. Dr. Marja L. Coons-Torn 
Conference Minister 
Penn Central Conference 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania  
 
Temra Costa 
Author of "Farmer Jane" 
Oakland, California 
 
Kristin Davis 
Oxfam Global Ambassador 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Louise Ehmke 
Partner/Owner Ehmke Seed/34 Star Farms 
Healy, Kansas 
 
Robin Eckstein 
Veteran Activist 
Appleton, Wisconsin 
 
Amal Hassan Fadlalla 
Professor, University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 
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Deborah Fikes 
World Evangelical Alliance/ Executive Advisor 
Dallas, Texas  
 
Evelyn "Pat" Foote, BG, US Army ( Ret.) 
President Emerita, Alliance for National Defense 
Accokeek, Maryland 
 
Cornelia Butler Flora 
Charles F. Curtiss Distinguished Professor of Sociology and Agriculture and Life Science Iowa 
State University 
Ames, Iowa 
 
Kathleen Frith 
Managing Director, Center for Health and the Global Environment 
Harvard Medical School 
Boston, Massachusetts 
 
Martha Fuller Clark 
Former New Hampshire State Senator 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire  
 
Anne Garrels 
Board Member, Oxfam America 
Norfolk, Connecticut 
 
Hnin W. Hnin 
Slow Food USA 
Brooklyn, New York 
 
Stacia Hoover, Co-Owner 
Lawrence Manufacturing 
Hartland, Maine 
 
Cheryle Jackson 
Chief Vice President of Government Affairs and Corporate Development 
Wood Dale, Illinois 
 
Dana Jackson 
Senior Advisor 
Land Stewardship Project 
Minneapolis, Minnesota   
 
Valerie Ann Johnson, Ph.D.  
Mott Distinguished Professor of Women's Studies and 
Director, Africana Women's Studies 
Bennett College for Women 
Greensboro, North Carolina  
 
René Jones 
Director, United Talent Agency Foundation 
Los Angeles, California 
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Serene Jones 
President, Union Theological Seminary 
New York, New York 
 
Ann Schubmehl Kane 
Sisters on the Planet Ambassador, Oxfam America 
Lititz, Pennsylvania 
 
Nancy K. Kaufman  
Chief Executive Officer 
National Council of Jewish Women 
New York, New York 
 
Maggie Keith 
4th Generation Owner, Foxhollow Farm 
Crestwood, Kentucky 
 
Anne L. Kelly 
Co-Director, Policy Program & Director, 
Business for Innovative Climate & Energy Policy [BICEP] 
Ceres 
Boston, Massachusetts  
 
Maria Kingery 
Co-Founder, Southern Energy Management 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
Martha Davis Kipcak 
Regional Governor Slow Food Upper Midwest.  
Community Food System Activist, Center for Resilient Cities 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
 
Tupou S. Kelemeni 
United Methodist Women, Director 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
 
Sonia Kendrick 
Executive Director 
Feed Iowa First  
Cedar Rapids, Iowa  
 
Barbara Lawton 
Lt. Governor 2003-11 
State of Wisconsin  
 
Kay Lingle Koonce, Esq. 
Retired Attorney, Community Activist 
Charleston, South Carolina 
 
Judy Lear, Chair 
Gray Panthers 
Washington, DC  
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Cathy Lee 
Lee International 
Westbrook, Maine  
 
Bian Li 
Director of Planning, The World Food Prize Foundation  
Des Moines, Iowa 
 
Amy Lombardi 
Owner, Beekeeper Corp. 
Austin, Texas 
 
Gepsie M. Metellus  
Executive Director 
Sant La 
Miami, Florida  
 
Mary Sue Milliken 
Co-Chef/Owner, Border Grill Restaurants & Truck 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Stephanie Molen 
District Director for Assemblymember Betsy Butler 
Los Angeles, California  
 
Jeanette Mott Oxford 
State Representative, 59th MO House District 
Louis, Missouri 
 
Thao Nguyen 
San Francisco, California 
 
Representative Terie Norelli 
New Hampshire House of Representatives 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
 
Emily Oakley 
Partner, Three Springs Farm 
Oaks, Oklahoma 
 
Pam Person 
Member 
League of Women Voters of Maine 
Orland, Maine 
 
Midge Purcell 
Director of Advocacy and Public Policy, Urban League of Portland 
Portland, Oregon 
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Kesha Ram 
Vermont State Representative 
Burlington, Vermont 
 
Jane Raybould 
Lancaster County Commissioner 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
 
Mary Louise Recsh 
Government Relations and Grants Manager 
Harvest Hope Food bank 
Columbia, South Carolina 
 
Lisa Renstrom  
The Bonwood Foundation 
Washington DC   
 
Cynthia Ryan 
The Schooner Foundation 
Washington, DC 
 
Susan Almono Seaquist 
Resource Development Manager 
Merrimack Valley Workforce Investment Board 
Massachusetts 
 
Hon. Claudine Schneider 
Former U.S. Congresswoman 
Rhode Island 
 
Ambassador Shabazz 
Los Angeles, California 
 
Ritu Sharma 
President and CEO 
Women Thrive Worldwide 
Washington, DC 
 
Cheryl Smith, CFA, Ph.D. 
Managing Partner; Trillium Asset Management, LLC 
Boston, Massachusetts  
Nita Smith 
President of Kentucky League of Women Voters 
Lexington, Kentucky 
 
C. Diane Smock  
Executive Director, Upstate Mediation Center 
Greenville, South Carolina 
 
Patricia Colleen Southard 
King County GreenTools Program Manager 
Seattle, Washington 
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The Rev. Sandra L. Strauss 
Director of Public Advocacy 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania  
 
Suzy Swanson 
Swanson and Co., President 
Columbus, Ohio 
  
Jane Todd 
Minnesota Conference, United Methodist Women 
Bovey, Minnesota 
 
Susan Tonkin De Vries 
Oxfam America 
Washington 
 
Susan Ungaro 
President, James Beard Foundation 
New York, New York 
 
Marjorie Van Buren 
Topeka, Kansas 
 
Ellen Walsh-Rosmann 
Farmer, Pin Oak Place at Rosmann Family Farms 
Harlan, Iowa 
 
The Hon. Jackie K. Weatherspoon 
CEO/Founder, Decisions In Democracy International 
Exeter, New Hampshire 
 
Mary D. Williams 
Adjunct Professor 
Duke University, Center of Documentary Studies 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
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